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(1) Copy of a Supplementary European Search Report dated 
March 31, 2006, issued in a counterpart European 
application; 

(2) Copies of cited publications (except U.S. patents and 
publications) ; and 
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The Supplementary European Search Report is in English, 
thereby satisfying the requirements for a concise explanation of 
relevance for any non-English language publications cited therein 
(MPEP 609 III A(3) ) . 

USP 5,523,786, USP 6,398,873 and US 2002/054208 listed on 
the attached PTO/SB/08A are counterparts of EP 0 660 616 and WO 
00/50927 respectively, cited in the attached Supplementary 
European Search Report. See the Annex to the European Search 
Report . 



STATEMENT UMDER 37 CF R 1.97(e) (11 

Each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any coinmunication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of the present 
Information Disclosure Statement. Said Communication bears a 
mailing date of March 31. 2006 . Therefore, the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement is timely under the provisions 
of 37 CFR 1.97(e) and does not require a fee. 

It is requested that an initialed copy of the Form 
PTO/SB/08A be returned to indicate that the publications listed 
therein have been considered and made of record. 
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